THE  CHIPPENHAM 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  year  I9I5 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  i 

The  Local  Government  Board  consirier  that  this  year  the  Annual 
Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  may  be  confined  to  a record 
of  what  has  tehen  place  during  the  year.  Many  of  the  usual  details 
being  omitted. 

The  presence  of  a considerable  number  of  His  Majesty’s  Troups 
in  your  district  is, as  might  be  expected  , a cause  of  some  cases  of 
disease.  We  find  amongst  them  3 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever.  ' 

3 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  from  one  house  at  North  ' | 

Wraxall,and  I have  no  doubt  btit  that  the  Mother  of  the  3 children  ^ 

notified  also  suffered  from  the  malady.  A thorough  inspection 
and  an  analysis  of  the  drinking  water  failed  "o  reveal  the  cause 
cause  of  the  disease.  Another  case  occurred  in  a small  boy 
residing  in  Corsham.  Mo  insanitary  conditions  wore  found. He  was  a 
delicate  boy  who  had  passed  a considerable  portion  of  his  life  in  1 

the  Bath  United  Hospital.  All  these  cases  (except  those  amongst  I 

the  Military)  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital, and  all 
recovered.  i 

I 

DIPHTHERIA  . o cases  were  notified  in  7 houses.  Of  these  3 were  \ 

treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  2 deaths,  t 

In  2 Instances  the  source  of  infection  was  traced  to  contagion  from 
a neighbouring  district  v^rhere  Diphtheria  was  prevalent.  The  source 
of  infection  could  not  be  traced  in  the  other  cases. 

SCARLET.  72  cases  of  scarlatina  were  notified  . Of  these  56  were 

treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no  dea,ths.  1 

Oases  'were  notified  from  the  Sub-districts  of  Chippenham  without, 
Christian  Malford , Castle  Combe,  Oorsham(  including  Boa  & Colerne). 
Sufficient  use  is  not  made  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Box  and  Colerne.  If  the  early  cases  were  notified, 
and  isolated  the  disease  would  not  spread  and  be  endemic  as  it  is 
in  these  localities.  This  remark  applies  to  all  cases  of  Infeotlou 
disease  this  year.  The  type  of  disease  is  mild  and  there  are  no 
deathSjbut  this  type  may  not  alY/ays  continue. 

ISLAT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.  This  Hospital  is  •worked  jointly  by  the 

Chippenham  Urban  & Rural  Authorities. 

Its  use  in  controlling  the  spread  of  disease  was  amply  shewn  this  yea 
The  oopularity  of  the  Hospital  m.ay  be  gauged  by  the  use  made  of  it. 
150  patients  were  adjnltted  { G cases  of  Typhoid-no  death;  73  cases 
of  siphthfeiiia-R  deaths;  in  both  instances  the  patients  were  received 
in  a dying  condition;  and.  69  cases  of  Scarlatina-no  deaths.  ) 

When  the  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  was  at  its  height , fears  were 
entertained  the  Management  that  the  Hospital'  Accommodation  would 
not  be  sufficient.  However  fortune  favoured  them  and,  the  emergency  1 
was  got  through, the  only  inconvenience  felt  being  the  insufficiency 
of  the  sleeping  accommodation  for  the  extra  nurses  who  were  engaged  ^ 
to  assist  in  the  nursing  of  the  patients. 

Of  the  above  cases  66  were  admitted  from  the  Rural  District 
3 Diphtheria , 56  Scarlatina  and  7 .Enteric  Fever 


The  fot^ljowlng  are  the  more  Important  Sanitary  worlds  carried 
the  past  year:-" 


O'ORffiiAM.  Flushinp*  Sewers.  A system  of  flushing  theee‘*taG*ie*P^morrbh^ 
has  been  introduced. 

OORSHAM.  Urinal.  A new  floor  and  channel  has  been  laid  and  the  \^inal 
flushed  regularly  by  means  of  an  Automatic  Flushing  Cistern 

BOX.  Scavenging.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  instructed  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  outline  a scheme. for  collecting  the  house 
refuse  in  the  populous  '■■reas  of  Box.  A^feohe®^  was  introduced,  and 
approved  by  the  Council  and  such  scheme  has  since  commenced  (I/2/16). 

KlhO^TON  St  MICHAEL . Water  Supply.  An  outline  -scheme  was  presented  to  the 
Council  together  with  an  estimate  for  providing  a water  supply  to 
the  village  of  Kington  St  Michael.  A Loan  may  be  applied  for  later 

CORSHAM.  Drainage  Outfall.  Seweal  grips  have  been  dug  at  the  above 

outfall  with  a view  of  distributing  the  sewage  equally  over  the  land.. 

POUND  PILL  out  all.  The  filter  beds  and  sludge  lagoon  have  been  cleaned 
out  and  fresh  dinners  placed  in  the  filter  beds. 

SAMPLES  of  WELL  WATER  tahen.  27 

Appended  are  the  Tables  of  Statistics  shewing  Births , deaths  Infectious 
disease  Infant  Mortality  for  the  past  year 


I have  the  honour  to  be 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


Your  obedient  Servant 


Wm  Thos  Briscoe.  M.D. 


Medical  Officer  of  Healtih 


VTTIL  STATrSTICS  of  THOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  I9I5  and  previous  years  CHIPPENHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 
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CAUSES  of, and  AGES  at  death  during  the  year  I9I5 
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TABLE  4 

IITEAITT  MORTA TTY , nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at 

unde  1 year  of  age, 
year  ending  3lst  December  I915 


under 

Cause  of  death  1 

weeh 

l-2i2-3l3"i+ 

wKs  ivjKS;  wKs 

• 1 
j J 

‘ ! 

Total  i 
under  ^ 
1 

month 

1-3 

mths 

3-6  1 6~*9  ; 
mths 1 mths! 

9-12! 
mths ! 

t 

t 

1 

. Total 
under 

deaths 
i year 

ALL  CAUSES  6 

I ’ ' 

■211' 

1 1 ■ 

9 ' 

3 

i 2 ; 

; ! 

3 i 

17 

Whooping  Cough 

! 1 1 

1 i ■: 

j 1 

i 

1 

1 1 

j 

1 

i ; 

ID  i 

[ 

i 

j 

2 

Congenital 

Malformations 

1 ; 

i ! 1 ; 

1 

i 

1 1 
i 

i 

i 

J 

i 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  5 

i ! ' 

5 j 
> 

1 

! 

1 

4 

5 

Atrophy  , Debility 
and  Marasmus 

; _ 1 

! 

’ , 1 

ill 
{ } 

1 1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

i 

1 1 

Meningitis  (not 

tuberculous  ) 

' i : 

! i 1 

r ■ ; 

1 

i 

I 1 

1 

1 

V onvulslons  1 

I , j 

i ^ ! 

i 

1 ! 

j 

j 

1 

i 

1 

Pneumonia  ( aliform^ 

1 ' i 

1 i I 

1 i ' 

i 

1 

‘ ‘ 1 

1 

‘ 

1! 

2 

Bronchitis 

1 1 1 

1 

( 

i 

i| 

» 

1 

1 
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